
Fundations
Wilson Language Basics for K-3

Bridging Phonics and Literacy



 Fundations provides children of different 
learning abilities with a foundation for reading 
and spelling.

Multisensory language program with
 tapping 
 sky writing 
 letter boards 
 dry erase 
 hand movements with vowels, diagraphs, and 

glued sounds (word families)

Ground-Work For 
Life-Long Literacy



 Teachers model, direct students to repeat 
sounds, words, sentences, and then write 

“I do it”, “We do it”, “You do it”

 Assessments monitor students throughout 
the program 

 Extensive practice to provide multiple 
opportunities for skills application 

Program Highlights



Each level of Fundations presents skills in a 
scope and sequence. These build on 
previously taught skills: from unit to unit, 
year to year-not a spiral program

 Phonological and Phonemic Awareness

 Sound Mastery

 Phonics

Skill Development



 Separate words in an oral sentence, 
 segment words into syllables 
 segment syllables into sounds (phonemes) - up to 3 

sounds

 Isolate phonemes using tapping procedure for both 
blending and segmenting 

 Know a-z letter/sound relationships ( letter to 
sound and sound to letter)

 Read and spell approximately 200 CVC words
 Introduce diagraphs

Kindergarten Skills



 Segment words into syllables and syllables into sounds 
(phonemes) - up to 5 sounds

 Name corresponding letter(s) and short and long vowels when 
given letters

 Identify word structure such as blends, digraphs, basewords, 
suffixes, syllable types (closed and vowel-consonant-e syllables)

 Read and spell closed and vowel-consonant-e syllable type words
 Read and spell compound words and other words with two 

syllables
 Read and spell words with s, es, ed, ing suffixes
 Apply correct punctuation (period, question mark, exclamation 

point)
 Apply capitalization rules for beginning of sentences and names 

of people

1st Grade Skills



 Segment syllables into sounds (phonemes) – up to 6 sounds
 Identify word structures such as vowels, consonants, blends, digraphs, digraph 

blends
 Identify parts of words (syllables, basewords, suffixes)
 Identify all six syllable types: closed, vowel-consonant-e, open, r-controlled, 

vowel digraph/diphthong, consonant-le
 Read and spell words with: short vowels,

long vowels in vowel-consonant-e and open syllables,
r-controlled vowels (ar, er, ir, or, ur)
vowel teams (ai, ay, ee, ey, ea, oi, oy, oa, ow, oe, ou, oo, ue, ew, au, aw) 

 Read and spell words with unexpected vowel sounds (old, ild, ind, ost, olt, ive)
 Read and spell words with s, es, ed, ing, est, ish, able, ive, y, ful, ment, less, ness, 

ly, ty suffixes
 Read and spell phonetically regular one-, two- and three-syllable words
 Divide multisyllabic words
 Apply correct punctuation (period, question mark, exclamation point)
 Apply capitalization rules for beginning of sentences and names of people

2nd Grade Skills



 No longer teaching Rigby phonics, spelling 
or sight words

 Suggest using Fundation sight words with 
supplementation of Dolch words

 Fundation instruction can be broken into 
different segments throughout the day

 Instruction varies for each grade level 
10-30 mins a day

Time



 Fundation pilot teachers added weekly quizzes 
along with the end of unit Fundations
assessment (Units take anywhere from 1-3 
weeks)

 Rigby theme tests are on the share drive to 
delete Rigby phonics questions

Assessments



Materials

 View classroom set up of Fundations
 Posters
 Pocket chart/stand
 Using cards on magnetic tape
 Alphabet chart
 Word of the day
 Trick words

 Which method would you prefer to use next year?

 Would you be willing to pick up materials in the summer to 
view and set up your classroom?



 Fundations video from all pilot classrooms

Video


